BASHH Trustee - Generic Roles and Responsibilities

What is a trustee of a charity?

Charity trustees are the volunteers who share legal and overall responsibility for governing a charity and directing how it is managed and run. Within BASHH, they make up the members of the Board.
Trusteeship is a great way of contributing to a cause you are passionate about and developing strategic and leadership skills at the same time.
There are six main duties of a trustee:
1. Ensure your charity is carrying its purposes of the public benefit
2. Comply with your charity’s governing document and the law
3. Act in your charity’s best interest
4. Ensure your charity is accountable
5. Manage your charity’s resources responsibly 
6. Act with reasonable care and skill

What is involved?

· Serving a two-year term (commencing in January) with the option of re-election or re-appointment for one further term. With the exception of the President role, which can only be for one term. 
· This is a voluntary position, but reasonable expenses are reimbursed.
· Attending 4 Board meetings annually:
· Currently meetings are held on a Friday (February, May, September, and December) and alternate between face to face meetings in London and virtual Teams meetings
· Non-attendance at 4 consecutive trustee meetings may result in the need to relinquish the post.
· Reading and scrutiny of papers, including treasurer and membership reports, prior to Board meetings and participation in discussion and votes on BASHH business. On occasion, virtual votes may be conducted via email in between Board meetings.
· Ad hoc and occasional support through working groups and / or support to the executive team.

Who can be a trustee for BASHH?
You must be a member of BASHH and specific roles require Fellow level membership.
The Lay Trustee is an exception to this; the post of lay trustee must be recruited from outside BASHH. Although they can go on to become a member.
You do not need previous governance experience – full induction will be provided. The Board thrives when there is diversity of skills, knowledge, and experience.
The law disqualifies some people from acting as a trustee, please see below for further details.  


Useful resources

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-essential-trustee-what-you-need-to-know-cc3/the-essential-trustee-what-you-need-to-know-what-you-need-to-do#trustees-duties-at-a-glance

https://www.ncvo.org.uk/help-and-guidance/governance/responsibilities-for-boards/the-legal-duties-of-trustees/#tips-for-understanding-legal-duties

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/automatic-disqualification-rule-changes-guidance-for-charities 

https://www.bashh.org/_userfiles/pages/files/201710271148196articlesofassociation090124.pdf

