26th September 2025
Honorarium Policy for BASHH events and training.
1. Purpose
This policy outlines the principles and procedures for offering honoraria to speakers participating in events organised by BASHH. 
2. Principles
An honorarium is a discretionary payment made to an individual as a token of appreciation for voluntary services or contributions—such as speaking at a conference, seminar, or educational event—where no formal contract or employment relationship exists.
Honoraria are not intended as full compensation for time or expertise, but rather as a gesture of thanks.
Honoraria must be fair, transparent, and consistent with professional standards and BASHH’s organisational values.  
Payments should not create any actual or perceived conflicts of interest.  
Individuals must not be compelled to accept an honorarium and may decline if they choose.  If an individual prefers not to receive an honorarium, they are welcome to request that it be donated to a registered charity or departmental fund of their choice.
BASHH reserves the right to determine the amount based on the nature of the event, the contribution, and budgetary considerations—see Appendix for more guideline amounts.
3. Eligibility
Honoraria may be offered to non-BASHH speakers (e.g. guest lecturers, panellists, or workshop facilitators) who are not otherwise compensated for their participation through employment or consultancy.
4. Tax and Reporting 
Under UK tax law, honoraria are considered taxable income and must be reported to HMRC.  
It is the recipient’s responsibility to declare the honorarium for tax purposes.
5. Implementation
Requests for honoraria must be approved in advance by the Education Committee or Conference Chair, depending on the event. A standard honorarium form must be completed, including recipient details, amount proposed, and justification. 
6. Review
This policy will be reviewed every two years or as required by changes in legislation or organisational priorities.
Date of policy: 26th Sept 2025
Review: Annually



Appendix
Suggested Honorarium Amounts
In-person events:   External speakers and workshop facilitators may be paid an honoraria of up to £250. An increase to £300 may be agreed where the speaker’s expertise or reputation, or the time and effort required, warrant a higher level of recognition and thanks.
Panel participants may be paid an honorarium of up to £150
Honoraria in excess of £300 would not normally be agreed and are subject to CEO/Education Committee approval. If a speaker wishes to charge a fee, this should be negotiated as a contract and not as an honorarium. 
On-line events: External Speakers may be paid an honorarium of up to £200. Panel participants may be paid an honorarium of up to £100. Discretionary honoraria for external speakers at bitesize events will be considered on an individual case basis.
BASHH Theory course:  Lecturers may be paid £100 honorarium per lecture.  Organisers may be paid £100 daily honorarium.
STI Foundation Train the Trainer courses: Presenters may be paid £100 honorarium.
Note: These amounts are inclusive of preparation time. Other expenses may be reimbursed separately, subject to the BASHH’s expenses policy.
For further information or to discuss your honorarium arrangements, please contact the Head of Education and Development.
