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Dear Colleague,

Continuing developments for Clinical Research in the NHS 

NIHR Coordinated System for gaining NHS Permission (CSP)

We are writing to update you about a key development to facilitate the conduct of clinical research in the NHS in England.  You will be well aware of the scale of the challenge and the difficulties of the current environment. The developments in Clinical Research Networks, and the ongoing extensive work on operating and information systems are important parts of the wider National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Best Research for Best Health initiative. 

The NIHR Coordinated System for gaining NHS Permission (CSP) is a new system that will standardise and streamline the process for gaining NHS permission for clinical research studies in England. CSP will ensure that the relevant quality assurance and statutory requirements are met whilst reducing approval times and cutting bureaucracy. CSP was developed in consultation across the clinical research community and has been piloted throughout the NHS over the last few months.  

CSP was introduced for new applications for NHS permission from 18 November 2008. Initially CSP is available to:

a)
Studies which are eligible for the NIHR Clinical Research Network Portfolio. 

b)
Studies from NIHR Biomedical Research Centres (BRCs), Biomedical Research Unit (BRUs) and CLAHRCs (Collaboration for Leadership in Health Research and Care) that require NHS permission. These studies are not eligible for the NIHR CRN Portfolio. 

For all other studies, researchers should continue to use local NHS R&D approval systems.

Please refer to the full eligibility criteria for details on the inclusion of studies in the NIHR CRN Portfolio: http://www.crncc.nihr.ac.uk/index/clinical/portfolio_new.html

The benefits of CSP are the:

1. Introduction of a consistent and comprehensive set of research governance checks for new studies

2. Establishment of a new national database of new clinical research applications for NHS permission, allowing active management and tracking of applications, and an accessible, online record decisions made and repository of study documents

3. Reduction in duplication leading to faster study set up.

4. Active management of the system at a national level by the NIHR CRN Coordinating Centre, and local delivery through the 25 Comprehensive Local Research Networks

The key points to note are:

· From 18 November 2008, researchers who require NHS permission for studies in the two categories above should submit all applications for NHS permission for through CSP.

· At the moment CSP cannot be used for studies that do not fall into these categories, but work is ongoing to consider the expansion of CSP for other types of studies For the time being, researchers will need to apply to NHS organisations using local NHS R&D approval systems for these other types of studies.

CSP will evolve as users become more familiar with it and the intention is to make the system increasingly streamlined as time goes on.  We will need input and support from all parts of the clinical research community in order to obtain the most efficient system compatible with NHS organisations’ needs for safety and robustness.

The Clinical Directors of the CLRNs and their teams are responsible locally for the implementation and effective working of CSP. If you have any questions or want to discuss CSP further then they are the best point of first contact.  However, please do not hesitate to contact the Coordinating Centre directly. Further details are available from our website http://www.crncc.nihr.ac.uk/index/clinical/csp.html
Best wishes

Yours sincerely
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Peter Selby


Janet Darbyshire

Andrew Riley
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