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The NHS Data Model and Dictionary
for England

http://www.datadictionary.nhs.uk
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Questions

Points of clarification during the presentation
Other questions at the end of the presentation 
if time allows or in Panel Session
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The NHS Data Model and 
Dictionary for England

A collection of definitions about data

Datum: a single piece of information, as a fact, 
statistic, or code

Dictionary: a selection of the words of a language, 
usually arranged alphabetically, giving information 
about their meanings
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The NHS Data Model and 
Dictionary for England

• a reference point for 
• assured information standards 
• to support health care activities 
• within / commissioned by the NHS
• in England. 

• Contractual requirement for PCTs and Trusts
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Some relevant examples
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The episode ends when the PATIENT is not given a further 
Out-Patient Appointment by the CONSULTANT or the 
PATIENT has not attended or been contacted for six months 
with no forthcoming appointment. 

If after discharge the condition deteriorates and the 
PATIENT returns to a clinic run by the same 
CONSULTANT, this is a new episode (referral).
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Some definitions are very formal

How many symptomatic GU patients?
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Formal language

• Formal / logical language is often needed to 
avoid confusion

• Rebook:
• An appointment booked following a 

cancellation or
• A first appointment in a subsequent 

Consultant Episode
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National data flows

Main flow of data is Commissioning Data Set
• Standard data collections with some specific 

extensions e.g. Maternity, Critical Care
• Covers admitted patients, non-admitted 

patients and A&E
• Definitive for performance and payment 

from April 2009
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CDS for Sexual Health / 
HIV

• Expected for all Consultant and Nurse led activity

• Contain:
• details of appointments with clinicians in 

organisations 
• details of diagnoses and interventions

• For “sensitive” conditions Patient Identity, including 
post code, date of birth etc will be physically excluded
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Should you send …

• Formally – yes.  No exception for GU, though lots of 
workarounds because some don’t send

• Pressure to submit from Trusts
• GU Medicine is high achiever for 18 weeks

(and yes, 18 weeks from referral to start of 
treatment applies to GU Medicine)

• Speciality is isolated / obscure without data
• Cannot benefit from meaningful Payment by 

Results
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How can you contribute

• Through BASHH
• Individual comments on proposed changes

“Data Set Change Notices”
• Through local Information teams

• Enquiries – e-mail datastandards@nhs.net
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Questions

… if time allows 
or in Panel Session
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