
BASHH National Audit Group 
2006 Audit of Sexual Healthcare of People with HIV infection 

(Clinic Policies Audit) 

Report on the National Audit of the 
Sexual Healthcare of People with HIV 

2006 
 

Clinic Policies Audit 
 

National Audit Group of 
the British Association for Sexual Health and HIV 

 
 
 
 
 

Contents Page 
Summary 2
Conclusions 2
Results – Clinic Policies Audit 3
Database Reports 6

 
 
Contact details: 
 
Hugo McClean hugo.mcclean@hullpct.nhs.uk  
Chris Carne christopher.carne@addenbrookes.nhs.uk    
David Daniels david.daniels@ukonline.co.uk  
 
Date of final version 17 March 2007 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 1 of 21    National Audit Group 
 

 



BASHH National Audit Group 
2006 Audit of Sexual Healthcare of People with HIV infection 

(Clinic Policies Audit) 
Summary 

 
This Report accompanies the Report on the National Audit Group National 
Audit of the Sexual Healthcare of People with HIV 2006 – Case Notes 
Audit, posted on the BASHH website:  
http://www.bashh.net/members/committees/nag/Finalv2NAGCaseNote_
Audit_PWHIV.pdf. Please refer to this Report for details on the Audit 
methodology, process and data handling. 
These data allow Regions to measure practice against specific 
performance indicators described in national standards and guidelines, as 
well as allowing performance to be compared to that of other Regions, 
and against National average performance. This Report is intended for 
use in clinic governance systems as a resource to aid decision-making to 
improve practice or maintain good practice. 
 

Conclusions & recommendations  

 
There is wide variation between clinics in the use of written and 
unwritten policies for management of various aspects of sexual 
healthcare for PWHIV. Only 58% of clinics have a policy of giving and 
documentation of safe sex advice to all PWHIV within 4 weeks of initial 
HIV diagnosis. Testing for syphilis and other STIs seems mainly to be 
based on risk assessment rather than driven by routine interval testing. 
Nearly all clinics screen all PWHIV for hepatitis B and hepatitis C viral 
infection, but this is much more variable for hepatitis A infection. Nearly 
all clinics have written or unwritten policies that support offering 
vaccination to PWHIV who are not immune to hepatitis B and are at 
continuing risk. There are low numbers of positive responses to questions 
about policies for annual checking of anti-HBS antibody levels in those 
vaccinated for hepatitis B. Most clinics have written or unwritten that 
support annual cervical cytology. 
Clinics not already doing so should consider the use of local written 
policies, based on national guidelines, for the sexual healthcare of 
PWHIV. Clinics not already doing so should consider routinely offering 
interval testing for syphilis and other STIs, as well as annual checking of 
post vaccination hepatitis B surface antibody levels, in keeping with 
national guidelines. 
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National average and regional ranges for questions in Clinic Policies Audit  

(N= 126) 
 

Question Measure 

National 
average 

(%) 
 

Regional 
range (%) 

Hyperlink to 
Full Report 

1a/1b Participating clinics   See Full Report
 Total number of clinics 126 1-19  
1c  Site of clinic   See Full Report
 District General Hospital 66(52) 0-100  
 Teaching Hospital 41 (33) 0-100  
 PCT Community Clinic 9 (7) 0-40  
 Other 8 (6) 0-25  
 Not answered 2 (2) 0-12  
1d Specialty of Clinic Medical Staff   See Full Report
 Genitourinary Medicine 120 (95) 0-100  
 Infectious Diseases 13 (10) 0-100  
 Other 3 (2) 0-17  
 Not answered 1 (1) 0-7  

2 Numbers of PWHIV managed at 
centres as of 01/01/06   See Full Report

 0-10 4 (3) 0-43  
 11-50 25 (20) 0-67  
 51-100 22 (17) 0-75  
 101-500 50 (40) 0-80  
 >500 24 (19) 0-60  
 Not answered 1 (1) 0-12  

3 Local care pathways for sexually 
transmitted infections in PWHIV   See Full Report

 Written 38 (30) 0-60  
 Unwritten 73 (58) 17-100  
 Other 5 (4) 0-20  
 No policy 10 (8) 0-50  
 Not known 0 (0) -  
 Not answered 0 (0) -  

4 

Clinic policies for recording a sexual 
history in case notes within 4 weeks 
of initial HIV diagnosis (before and 
after) 

  See Full Report

 Written policy to do so 34 (27) 0-80  
 Unwritten policy to do so 81 (64) 17-100  
 Other 3 (2) 0-33  
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 No policy 7 (6) 0-33  
 Not known 0 (0) -  
 Not answered 1 (1) 0-14  

5 

Policy - offer of screen for STIs 
within 4 weeks of date of diagnosis 
(before or after) to all patients 
with newly diagnosed HIV 

  See Full Report

 Yes 104 (82) 60-100  
 No 17 (14) 0-40  
 Not known 4 (3) 0-20  
 Not answered 1 (1) 0-14   

6 
Policy - giving and documentation of 
safe sex advice within 4 weeks of 
initial diagnosis (before or after) 

  See Full Report

 Written policy to do so 35 (28) 0-80  
 Unwritten policy to do so 81 (64) 20-100  

 No policy  3 (2) 0-20  
 All patients with HIV 73(58) 33-100  
 MSM 21 (17) 0-57  
 IDUs 13 (10) 0-33  
 Other 0 (0) -  
 Not known 1 (1) 0-20  
 Not answered 2 (2) 0-4  

7  
Policy - Syphilis serology for 
PWHIV 

  See Full Report

 Every 3 months 32 (25) 0-80  
 Every 6 months 15 (12) 0-38  
 Every 12 months 46 (36) 0-60  
 Depends on risk 78 (62) 25-100  
 No policy 2 (2) 0-17  
 Not known 0 (0) -  
 Not answered 1 (1) 0-14  

8 
Policy - Testing for STIs for 
PWHIV 

  See Full Report

 Every 3 months 5 (4) 0-29  
 Every 6 months 11 (9) 0-50  
 Every 12 months 28 (22) 0-75  
 Depends on risk 108 (86) 25-100  
 No policy 4 (3) 0-20  
 Not known 0 (0) -  
 Not answered 3 (2) 0-17  

9.1 
Policy - Screening groups of PWHIV 
for hepatitis A 

  See Full Report

 All patients with HIV 83 (66) 0-100  
 Homo/Bi 14 (11) 0-33  
 IDUs 10 (8) 0-50  
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 No patients 20 (16) 0-100  
 Not known 4 (3) 0-25  
 Not answered 8 (6) 021  

9.2 
Policy - Screening groups of PWHIV 
for hepatitis B 

  See Full Report

 All patients with HIV 124 (98) 83-100  
 Homo/Bi 21 (17) 0-57  
 IDUs 21 (17) 0-57  
 No patients 0 (0) -  
 Not known 0 (0) -  
 Not answered 1 (1) 0-14  

9.3 
Policy - Screening groups of PWHIV 
for hepatitis C 

  See Full Report

 All patients with HIV 123 (98) 83-100  
 Homo/Bi 15 (12) 0-33  
 IDUs 22 (17) 0-57  
 No patients 0 (0) -  
 Not known 0 (0) -  
 Not answered 1 (1) 0-14  

10 

Clinic policies for offering 
vaccination to PWHIV who are not 
immune to hepatitis B and are at 
continuing risk 

  See Full Report

 Written policy to do so 62 (49) 20-100  
 Unwritten policy to do so 63 (50) 0-80  
 Other 0 (0) -  
 No policy 0 (0) -  
 Not known 0 (0) -  
 Not answered 1 (1) 0-14  

11 
Clinic policies for annual checking of 
anti-HBS antibody levels in those 
vaccinated for hepatitis B 

  See Full Report

 Written policy to do so 26 (21) 0-50  
 Unwritten policy to do so 29 (23) 0-43  
 Other 9 (7) 0-18  
 No policy 58 (46) 18-100  
 Not known 3 (2) 0-20  
 Not answered 1 (1) 0-14  

12 
Clinic policies for annual cervical 
cytology in women 

  See Full Report

 Written policy to do cytology 49 (39) 0-80  
 Unwritten policy to do cytology 63 (50) 0-100  
 Other 8 (6) 0-25  
 No policy 3 (2) 0-25  
 Not known 1 (1) 0-6  
 Not answered 2 (2) 0-14  
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